Pronunciation of Czech Sounds

Basic Czech alphabet
abcdefghchijkmMnopagrstuvwXxyw

Basic pronunciation rules:
Every letter must be pronounced. The pronunciatiof the letters stays the same in most words.
The main stress is always placed on the first dyléa

Vowels a e
a é

0
0

o c
=

Ly
i,y
a—-a

déat — dal, pséat — psal, dal — dél, pas — pas,+fadda

mam, mama, nalada, kavarna, park, vlada, bankay#ja Praha

e—¢€
ne, lék, 1ékarna, les, leva, pes, nese, nesemal, mediame, velké, vesela, sestra

pit — pil, vila — vila, byt - byt
vira, nevim, vysoky, maly, mily, velky, kilograrmternet

0-6
oko, nos, okno, diagn6za, prognéza, mozek, bo&far] mobil, kolega, profesor, doktor

u-—0-a

dam, sfil, Usta, kupovat, dé| ukol, vile, hudba, husaih kus, fakulta

Diphthongs ou au eu

ou
louka, oblouk, doufat, berou, nesou, novou

au
auto, pauza, trauma, autor, autoimunita

eu
euro, neuron, eutanazie, leukémie, euforie (ieas@unced ije)
Hard consonants h ch k g r d t n

ch
ucho, chata, mech, nech, nechat, chci, nechcemiychbchod, strach, dychat

r
rok, rak, zrak, rana, mrak, trava, pravo, krask, tameno, opera, svetr, Petr

Neutral consonants b f I m p s % z
Soft consonants z S ¢ P c | (@, ¢, n)
z

Zit, zivot, mizu, mizeme, Zena, zazit, zilajde, pozadat, vazit, smazit, Zak

(253

Sit, sesit, Saty, Siroky, Sedy, Skola, Spatny, kest, Skoda, slySet, Spinavy



€<

¢elo, ¢islo, ¢ip, ¢as,cap,cekat, pditat, cara,éocka, cerveny, kaka, ctvrtek

F
feka, tida,rikat, itel, paaddek, piklad, ti, ¢tyii, patd, stevo, stihat

c
co, cil, cesta, cestovat, cizinec, cizinkaet, cely, cuit, nemoc, céva

j
jak, jaky, ja, je, nj, pokoj, jazyk, jatra¢aj, jestli, vejce, nejvice, jaro, zajem

Spelling rules for iy

A hard consonant must not be followed by i or i.

A soft consonant must not be followed by y or y.

A neutral consonant may be followed by either griy, y.

Exceptions
D, t, n when followed by i,i (di, ti, ni) becomefsoonsonants d', t'ji.

dl

divadlo, divny, vidim, mladi, dil, budik, dira
"

ticho, tatinek, potize, tisic, potit, stin, tiskaMin
i

nic, nikdo, nyni, kniha, pani, uvijtskin, pise

Letter & and its pronunciation
E occurs only after consonants, it does not haveadtgn pronunciation.

dé té né (pronounce d'e, t'ég)

bé pé vé (pronounce bje, pje, vje)

mé (pronounce me)

dé, té, né

dekuji, dédecek, dslat, &lo, t&si, Uk, néco, réjaky, nskam, dit

bé, pé, vé

ohg, béZet, olgd, pist, pEna, @t, nagti, clovek, swt, véda, ¥k, odpoed'
mé

meésto, nEsic, namisti, samoiejme, umely, nesngly, mefit, panst'

Voiced and voiceless consonants

Voiceless p f t t S
Voiced b v d d z

N¢ X
x~
(@]
>

All final voiced consonants become voiceless:
hrad is pronounced hta
krev is pronounced kffe

When a voiced consonant is followed by a voicelsmssonant, it is pronounced as voiceless:
vstat is pronouncetstat
sladky is pronounced stay

When a voiceless consonant is followed by a voicedsonant, it is pronounced as voiced:
kde is pronouncedde
shirat is pronouncegbirat



